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Cal Poly Student Earns National Cowboy Ranking
Cal Poly student Justin Arnold finished fourth in saddle bronc riding at the Professional Rodeo Cowboys
Association National Western Stock Show and Rodeo in Denver, Colorado, Jan. 27, a
win placing him eighth overall in PRCA world rankings.
Arnold, a member of the 2001-2002 Mustang Rodeo Team, has been a member of the PRCA for four years.
He earned a $3,877 prize for his efforts Jan. 27 by racking up 228 points on three horses and winning the final
round with a score of 81 points at the season kick-off PRCA showcase.
In college rodeo, Arnold is currently the number-one-ranked saddle bronc rider in the West Coast region holding that title while maintaining a 3.0 GPA.
"I want to win the national title in the college ranks before I
graduate," said Arnold, a 23-year-old agribusiness major from
Atascadero. "I plan on going to as many professional rodeos as possible
and staying eligible for collegiate rodeo."
Instead of celebrating after his prizewinning Sunday in Denver, Arnold
drove all night to return to Cal Poly to attend an 8 a.m. class Monday
morning.
Arnold was the top fall 2001 rodeo team recruit for Cal Poly's new
rodeo coach, Bret Black. "Alumni and the administration want to take
Cal Poly rodeo to the next level of competition. Recruiting from the
PRCA is the fastest way to accomplish that goal," Black said. Black
hopes Arnold's academic and professional success will bring other young
professional cowboys to the rodeo program at Cal Poly.
"Asking a professional athlete to put a career on hold to attend
college is not always a realistic expectation," Black said. "However,
Justin has proven professional rodeo cowboys can successfully juggle a
career and college."

-30Note to Editors: To arrange an interview with Arnold, contact coach
Bret Black at 805/756-5029.
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